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M. Tauxier reports a recent case of a childless chief, who en-
gaged the Chief of the Earth to offer sacrifice for him in the
sacred grove. The sacrifice was effectual, for the next year
four of the chief's wives were with child.1
The Mossi, another tribe of the French Sudan within the
bend of the Niger, worship certain species of trees, including
the tamarind and the baobab, as sources of fertility both human
and vegetable* They sacrifice to the trees with prayers for
children, and if the prayer is answered the chilfl is given the
name of the tree. They are said sometimes to hang articles
of clothing on trees for the purpose of obtaining a good crop,
but the custom seems to be rare, for M. Tauxier, who reports
it, has not himself met with any instance ; but he adds that
among the Malinkee of Upper Guinea a traveller may notice
at every turn little baskets of offerings hung on trees or shrubs.2
The Koulango, another tribe of the same region, also sacrifice
to certain species of trees, including the baobab but not the
oil palm- Such sacrifices are always offered at the bidding of
diviners, for example, when a person is ill, that the tree may
afford him healing. They also offer to the trees, always by
order of the diviner, clothing, cowries, eggs, and so forth, and
very rarely a little silver or a little gold. The Koulangos who
pass never touch these offerings, for they fear the vengeance
of the tree. Almost every village possesses a guardian tree,
a custom general in the Sudan. Each one makes offerings to
it, according to his circumstances, always after consultation
with the diviner and according to his directions.8
Among the Ibibios of Southern Nigeria, when a man is in
trouble he will sometimes go to a giant .tree in the forest, and,
standing at the foot of it, will, with outstretched hands, pray
to the tree to the following effect : " You, O Tree, are a big
man, and heavy things seem but light to you. I am but a
small being, poor and weak, and my trouble is too great for
me to bear. Will not you, therefore, who are so strong, take
it from me ? Since, to your strength, it would be as
nothing." Then after sacrificing to the tree, the suppliant
goes away in peace, convinced that the burden of his sorrow
1 L. Tauxier, op. dt. p. 324.                    * L. Tauxier, Le Noir de Bondou*
* L. Tauxier, Le Noir du Yatenga     kou (Paris, 1921), p. 174.
(Paris, 1907), p. 374.